
IN MEMORIAM
JUANA SALUDADO



Bienvenidos Danzantes Unidos!

      Welcome to the 44th anniversary of the Danzantes Unidos Festival!  As we set our sights on
preparing for our 45th Anniversary, we would like to thank you all for sharing in the vision of
Danzantes Unidos: in building a community of friendship and culture, instilling pride in our children,
and making our young dancers proud of their culture and have confidence within themselves.  We
have had the opportunity of watching young children grow within our festival. Although they have
become great dancers, teachers, and directors, and attended universities to pursue professional
careers, they did not forget their roots and community. In our special case, one of those youth is now
our youngest Board President ever. Yay, but first . . .

     Our theme this year–”Bailar Es Vivir”--was coined by former Board Member representing the
Central Valley and Showcase Concert Director, Juana Saludado, at her last board meeting with us in
the Fall. This festival will be dedicated to her memory. This week another former Board Member
representing the San Francisco Bay Area and Membership Chair for many years is in transition from
the same dreadful cancer.  We beg you to connect with stomach cancer awareness sites and donate
toward the research for early intervention and eradication.  We invite you to visit the DUF Ofrenda
and leave a memory or message to surviving family members. In the end, the way we spend our time
on earth is what others will celebrate us for.

     And we have much to celebrate today as we slowly return from this world-wide pandemic.  With
over 1100 participants, we will soon find our way back to our new normal. Within the organization,
we elders prepare to move on and new leadership blooms.  I’d like to give a hearty welcome to our
very own homegrown Board President, Dr. Raul Gonzalez.  Since joining the festival as a young
volunteer, he has steadily taken on more and more leadership responsibility. We are so very proud of
him and hope that you will extend him congratulations for all of his recent professional
accomplishments and personal growth.  

     In closing, we would like to give a heartfelt thanks and a big abrazo to our hardworking Danzantes
Unidos Festival Production Team, DU Board Members, and volunteers from Compañia de Danza El
Sol and Sunnyside Danzantes. Thank you for your hard work and support!  We would also like to
thank Principal Michele Anderson and Debra Hawkins of the Student Leadership Class for their
strong support in hosting the festival at Sunnyside High School, and especially to Maestra Denise
Valdez and the folklorico program for hosting us in this venue.

Maria Luisa Colmenarez
Executive Director



DUF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dr. Raul Gonzalez, President
Rudy Garcia, Treasurer
Laura Mendoza, Secretary
Rebecca Valles, Los Angeles
Manny Vizcarra, Los Angeles
Francisca Saludado, Central Valley
Edward Muñoz, Central Valley

DUF PRODUCTION TEAM
Festival Director: Maria Luisa Colmenarez
Festival Logistics: Rudy Garcia
Showcase Concert Directors: Manny Vizcarra
Registration & Volunteer Coordinator: Raul Gonzalez
On-site Registration: Laura Mendoza & Catalina Olvera
Festival Artist: Antonio Sarabia
Facilities Liaison: Denise Valdez
Festival Animation & Database Accounting: Luis Xavier Garcia Colmenarez
Festival Muralist: Muriel "Mimi" Ramos
Mercado Coordinator: Andrea Hernandez
DUF Media Team Leader: Edward Muñoz
DUF Media Team Photographers/Videographers: Lisette Salgado & Oscar Hernandez
Maestro Coordinator & Festival Administrative Assistant: Diana Victoria Garcia Colmenarez
Parent Pavilion Coordinator: Maria Medrano
DUF Ofrenda & Instagram: Chalome Gonzalez
Festival Sales: Rebecca & Lorrie Emis
Showcase Concerts Emcee: Blanca Araceli Soto
Marketing Director: Sabrina Valles
Student Recitals: Manny Vizcarra & Cecilio De Castro
Memorial Ceremonies Coordinator: Karina Gutierrez
DUF Floor Team Leader: Ralph Morfin
DUF Website: 'WebDogs', Sergey Leongardt, Jacob Canote & David Savage
DUF Pachanga DJ: Hector Lara "DJ Hex"
Wilson Theater: Linda Dominguez
Warnors CPA: Richard Juarez

Special thanks:
Compañía de Danza El Sol, Artistic Director Jaime Morales
Sunnyside High School: Principal Michele Anderson, Plant Manager Francisco Medina, Maestra
Debra Hawkins, Maestra Denise Valdez and the Sunnyside High School Danzantes
Clovis Fresno Visitors Bureau: Andrew Smith, Jaxie Orozco, Veronica Espinoza
Print Materials: Richie Vega of Screening Eagles; Mike Faley & Isabel Varela of PJ Printers; Andrea
Hernandez of AIA Moss Marketing
Parent Pavilion Presenters: Andrea Hernandez, Ron Muriera, Mauricio Gonzalez, Blanca Soto,
Gerardo Gutierrez, Maia Gonzalez, Ramon Olvera, Maria Medrano, Muriel Ramos



duf schedule of events



Business /  Organization
Name

Description of Items to be sold

Xpresion Cultural Silver and beaded jewelry, embroidery cotton clothing, silk screen printed t’shirts, wall
hornaments, embroidery cotton bags, small toy instruments, wool woven shawls, blankets
and ponchos , Leather and straw hats

Artemex Mexican earrings, magnets, bags, patches, dolls, etc

Viva la Revolution tshirts, hats, tote bags, mexican leather huaraches

Folkicks, Inc. Folklorico Footwear, Skirts, Earrings, Hair Pieces and other accessories for dance.

Artesanía costa chica Artesanía,

Calaveras Zapotecas Jewelry,hair accessories and clothes

KimmysBowtique Handmadegoods

Expressions of Fresno Dance Attire

Sabor de México Folklorico shirts, accessories, shoes, fiesta keychains

Casa Folklorica Folklorico attire and shoes

Folklor mexicano Zapatos

Miicamisa Shirts, buttons, stickers, cups, mugs, tote bags folklorico inspired

Juventud Enriquecimiento Musica y
Artes Foundation

Coloring books, T-Shirts, Art Sets, Stickers

The Mariachi Connection Folklorico dress, dance shoes, hair bows, men costumes

Jara Folkloric Jewelry, silver and gold plated

Tlaquepaque Regional Zapatos Folklorico,faldas practica,accesorios,muñecas hoja de tamal etc

BetaAlva Handmade, culturally inspired baby items, shirts and handbags.

Huchol Art Artesania, joyeria

Soy Danzante Traditional Aztec Dance Regalia and Instruments

Business /  Organization
Name

Description of Items to be sold

Olde Tyme Kettle Korn Kettle Korn, Caramel Kettle Korn, Boba Tea, Thai Ice Tea, Frozen Lemonade

Ballet Folklorico y Marimba de
Fresno

Breakfast Burritos

Ah Caray Mucho Bueno Tacos De Birria

Rice on wheels Teriyaki plates

Arsenios Mexican Food breakfast burritos

duf mercado



FRIDAY MARCH 29

Group Name Cuadro Director City

1 Ballet Folklórico Raices Mexicanas de Maria
Valdovinos

Sinaloa Maria Valdovinos Stockton, CA

2 Grupo Folklorico Los Laureles Michoacan Tierra
Caliente

Ashley Lopez San Jose, CA

3 Sol Del Valle Clovis Baja California Maria de Lourdes
Cerda

Clovis,CA

4 Ballet Folklorico Quetzalli Solano Napa Valley Guerrero Stephanie Rubio Vallejo, CA

5 Compañia de Danza el Sol Tamaulipas Jaime Morales Fresno,CA

6 Danzas Multiculturales Generaciones NR Guerrero Costa Chica Norma Ramirez Wenatchee, WA

INTERMISSION

7 Origenes Dance Conservatory Level 1 Tamaulipas Rafael Valpuesta Monterey Park, CA

8 Centro de Folklor Nayarit Lisette Salgado Selma, CA

9 Grupo Folklórico Luna y Sol de SJSU Veracruz Monika Angeles San Jose, CA

10 Origenes Dance Conservatory Level 2 Guerrero Amuzgo Rafael Valpuesta Monterey Park, CA

11 Paso de Oro Sinaloa Alicia Mendibles Whittier, CA

12 Grupo Folklórico Los Laureles Veracruz Antiguo Ashley Lopez San Jose, CA

13 Centro de Folklor Oaxaca Lisette Salgado Selma, CA

SHOWCASE CONCERTS

SATURDAY APRIL 1

Group Name Cuadro Director City

1 Estelares Grupo Folklorico Baja California Estrella Isiordia Turlock, CA

2 Ballet Folklorico Viva Mexico de Riverbank Veracruz Norma Torres-
Manriquez

Riverbank, CA

3 Ballet Folklorico El Mestizaje Nayarit Kassandra Casillas Salida,CA

4 Pittsburg Latinos Unidos High School Jalisco Eugenia Rodriguez Pittsburg, CA

5 Baile Folklore Colibri Guerrero Clarissa Munoz-Palomo Everett, WA

6 Compañia de Danza el Sol Hidalgo Jaime Morales Fresno, CA

7 Tradición Dance Company Yucatan Manny Vizcarra Pomona, CA

INTERMISSION

8 Grupo Folklórico Los Mejicas de UCSC San Luis Potosi Tania Gonzalez Santa Cruz, CA

9 Ensamble Folclórico Colibrí Jalisco Arturo Magaña San Jose, CA

10 Origenes Dance Company Chihuahua Rafael Valpuesta Monterey Park,CA

11 Inspiraciones de Danza Mexicana Hidalgo Susana Hinojosa Los Angeles,CA

12 Ballet Folklórico Nube de Oro (Juvenil) Sinaloa Osvaldo Ramirez Sacramento, CA

13 Grupo Folklorico Fusion Mexicana Nayarit Costa Adrián Castellón
Robles & Dafne Aguilar

Oxnard, CA

13 Centro de Folklor Oaxaca Lisette Salgado Selma, CA

SATURDAY NOON SHOWCASE AT 12:30

Group Name Cuadro Director City

1 Paso de Oro Jalisco Alicia Mendibles Whittier, CA

2 Ballet Folklorico Flor de Castilla Sinaloa Isabel Gomez Reno, NV



WHO IS COMING TO DUF 2023:

Alegria de San Jose, Union City, CA

Alianza Dance Group, Watsonville, CA

Angeles Danzantes, Watsonville, CA

Baile Folklore Colibri, Everett, WASHINGTON!

Baile Folklorico Alma Huitzil, Bonita, CA

Ballet Folklorico Alegrias de Mexico, Kennewick, WASHINGTON!

Ballet Folklorico Alegrias de Mexico, Pasco, WASHINGTON!

Ballet Folklorico Alma de Oro, Carson, CA

Ballet Folklorico Amor Cultura y Tradición, Fontana, CA

Ballet Folklórico Anahuac, Modesto, CA

Ballet Folklorico Canela, Vallejo, CA

Ballet Folklorico Corazon de la Costa, Santa Maria, CA

Ballet Folklórico del Lago, Woodlake, CA

Ballet Folklorico El Mestizaje, Salida, CA

Ballet Folklorico Esperanza, El Mirage, ARIZONA!

Ballet Folklórico Eterna Juventud, Norwalk, CA

Ballet Folklorico Flor de Castilla, Reno, NEVADA!

Ballet Folklorico Herencia de Mexico, Springdale, ARKANSAS!

Ballet Folklorico Ihtotiani, Shafter, CA

Ballet Folklorico Mexicano de Carlos Moreno, Oakland, CA

Ballet Folklórico Mexico Azteca, Burbank, CA

Ballet Folklorico Mosaicos, Indianapolis, INDIANAPOLIS!

Ballet Folklórico Netzahualcóyotl, Concord, CA

Ballet Folklórico Nube de Oro, Sacramento, CA

Ballet Folklorico Nueva Generacion, Santa Ana, CA

Ballet Folklorico of Lake Elsinore & Temecula, CA

Ballet Folklorico Olin Watsonville, CA

Ballet Folklorico Orgullo Mestizo, Fontana, CA

Ballet Folklorico Quetzalli Solano Napa Valley, Vallejo, CA

Ballet Folklórico Raices Mexicanas de Maria Valdovinos, Stockton, CA

Ballet Folklórico Ritmo Alegre, Medford, OREGON!

Ballet Folklórico Santa Fe, Santa Fe, NEW MEXICO!

Ballet Folklórico Tapatio, Oceanside, CA

Ballet Folklórico Tierra Caliente, Vista, CA

Ballet Folklórico Tierra de Mi Padre, Fontana, CA

Ballet Folklorico Viva Mexico de Riverbank, CA

Ballet Folklorico Xochitl, Riverside, CA

Ballet Folklorico Yolotly, Los Banos, CA

BF Pilares de Mexico, Santa Ana, CA

Centro de Folklor, Selma, CA

Compañia de Danza el Sol, Fresno, CA

Danzantes de Aztlan, Fresno, CA

Danzantes del Alma de UCD, Davis, CA

Danzas Multiculturales Generaciones NR, Wenatchee, WASHINGTON!

Ensamble Folclórico Colibrí, San Jose, CA

Estelares Grupo Folklorico, Turlock, CA

Folklórico Latino de Woodland, Woodland, CA

Fresno Pacific University, Folklorico Club, Fresno, CA

Fuego Nuevo, San Jose, CA

Grupo Danza Colibrí, Redwood City, CA

Grupo Folklórico de UCLA, Los Angeles, CA

Grupo Folklórico de USC, Los Angeles, CA

Grupo Folklórico Escuelas Unidas, Bakersfield, CA

Grupo Folklórico Fusión Mexicana, Oxnard, CA

Grupo Folklórico Ilusion, Riverside, CA

Grupo Folklorico Los Laureles, San Jose, CA

Grupo Folklórico Los Mejicas de UCSC, Santa Cruz, CA

Grupo Folklórico Luna y Sol de SJSU, San Jose, CA

Grupo Folklorico Miztontli, Tucson, ARIZONA!

Grupo Folklorico Oyohualli Sin Fronteras, Arvin, CA

Grupo Folklórico Quetzalén, Santa Rosa, CA

Grupo Folklórico Yolotli Guerrerense, San Jose, CA

Inspiraciones de Danza Mexicana, Los Angeles, CA

Instituto Mazatlan Bellas Artes, Sacramento, CA

Joyas Mestizas, Seattle, WASHINGTON!

La Fiesta Danzantes de San Diego, San Diego, CA

Lacustre de Ocampo Michoacan, Olivehurst, CA

Lacustre Michoacan de Ocampo, Sacramento, CA

Los Guerreros de Fresno High School, Fresno, CA

Los Mestizos de San Jose, San Jose, CA

Los Ninos de Aztlan, Fresno, CA

Los Skeletos Folklorico Dancers, Bakersfield, CA

Los Lupenos, San Jose, CA

MVHS Orgullo Latino, Mountain View, CA

No Te Rajes Jalisco, Pomona, CA

Nuestra Comunidad, Cloverdale, CA

Nuestra Herencia Mexicana, Fallon, NEVADA!

Orange County School of the Arts (OCSA), Santa Ana, CA

Origenes Dance Company, Monterey Park, CA

Paquiyollotzin, Petaluma, CA

Paso de Oro, Whittier, CA

Pittsburg High School Latinos Unidos Folklorico Group, Pittsburg, CA

Reedley High School, Reedley, CA

Relampago del Cielo Grupo Folklorico, Santa Ana, CA

Rincones de Mi Tierra, Sacramento, CA

Sol de Fuego, San Gabriel, CA

Sol del Valle, Clovis, CA

Teocalli Cultural Academy, Fresno, CA

Tradición Dance Company, Pomona, CA

Yumare Folklorico Inc., Oklahoma City, OKLAHOMA!



classroom teacher class

N151 Rudy Figueroa Folklorico Pee-Wees: Parent & Me

N122 Mayra Villalobos Folklorico Juniors: Chiapas, Jalisco & Nuevo Leon

N153 Rosalia Deverona Folklorico Juniors: Baja California Sur, Sinaloa & Tabasco

N145 Sara Moguel Folklorico Juniors: Baja California, Chihuahua & Sinaloa

N155 Manuel Ramirez Folklorico Juniors: Guanajuato, Sinaloa, Queretaro

N146 Mayra Sosa Folklorico Juniors: Campeche, Hidalgo & Zacatecas

N147 Maria Cerda Folklorico Juniors: Baja California, Jalisco & Nayarit

N148 Karina Farias Folklorico Juniors: Baja Californa, Jalisco & Sinaloa

S150 Yolanda Chacon-Beniquez Folklorico Jr. High: Chiapas, Jalisco & Michoacan

S142 Christopher Sandoval Folklorico Jr. High: Baja California, Guerrero & Veracruz

S143 Samuel Betancourt Folklorico Jr. High: Durango, Tamaulipas & Veracruz

S144 Francisco Salinas Folklorico Jr. High: Chihuahua, Jalisco & Nayarit

S146 Alexander Manzanares Folklorico Jr. High: Chihuahua, New Mexico & Tabasco

S147 Víctor Hugo Rosas Folklorico Jr. High: Chiapas, Nuevo Leon & Oaxaca

S151 Maia Gonzalez Folklorico Jr. High: Guerrero, Nuevo Leon & Tabasco

S149 Irvind Garcia Folklorico Jr. High: Jalisco, Michoacan & Yucatan

S127 Irene Hernandez Folklorico High: Baja California & Chihuahua

N226 Horacio Heredia Folklorico High: Sinaloa Costa & Veracruz

S218 Marlene Peña-Marín Folklorico High: Sinaloa Mestizo & Yucatan

S154 Mariana Romo Folklorico High: Campeche & Tamaulipas

S155 Mahdi Najmi Folklorico High: Chiapas & Oaxaca

N149 Monika Angeles Folklorico High: Guerrero & Tamaulipas

N150 Ramon Olvera Folklorico High: Guerrero & Tamaulipas Norte

E116 Cindy Padilla Folklorico High: Jalisco & Guerrero

N152 AnaMaria Flores Folklorico High: Jalisco & Michoacan

S114 Ashley Lopez Folklorico High: Jalisco & Tamaulipas

S119 Jenny Robles Folklorico High: Oaxaca Danzon & Juquila

maestros, classes & RECITAL ORDER



maestros, classes & RECITAL ORDER
classroom teacher class

E123 Miguel Ponce Veracruz Huapango

S135 David Vargas Azteca Drum & Dance

CAFETERIA Sergio Sartiaguin Nayarit

N126 Marco Sánchez Nuevo Leon

S152 Osvaldo Ramirez San Luis Potosi

S116 Alicia Mendibles Sew Folklorico

DANCE ROOM Carmen Obdulia Espinoza Beltran Sinaloa

S221 Cesar Orta Tabasco

THEATER Luis Oceguera Tamaulipas Norte

S145 Netza Vidal Yucatan

PRACTICE GYM Jose Tena Chihuahua

S227 Rafael Valpuesta Colima

S217 Rudy Garcia Durango

S153 Jesus Quiñónez Folklorico 101

E118 Omar Quezada Hidalgo

N121 Alejandro Rey Latin Rhythms

S228 Aldo Valenzuela Michoacan



CAMPUS MAP:



SATURDAY APRIL 1, 9AM-3:30PM

Start Time Activity/Topic Speaker

9:00 am Opening- Welcome Parents Maria Luisa Colmenarez

9:15 am Folklorico Bingo I  Andrea Hernandez

10:00 am The Importance of Cultural Advocacy in Schools Ron Muriera

10:50 am College Options Mauricio Gonzalez

11:25 am Folklorico Bingo II Andrea Hernandez

12:15am “From Your Imagination to Conception” - Planning your next theater
presentation

Blanca Soto & Gerardo
Gutierrez

1:15pm Children’s Book Reading “The Elote Man Goes To College” Maia Gonzalez

1:30 pm Maestro Lecture:El Folclore de los 80's Comparado al de hoy, México y USA Ramon Olvera

2:25 pm Paying for College  Mauricio Gonzalez

2:50 pm TBD

3:20 pm Closing- Look Ahead  Maria Medrano

Ongoing In Quad Mural Painting in the Quad Muriel Ramos

SUNDAY APRIL 2, 9AM-11:30PM

Start Time Activity/Topic Speaker

9:00 am Opening- Welcome  Maria Medrano

9:15 am TBD

10:00 am Maestro Lecture: Misinformation y Disinformation en el Folclor en California Cecilio DeCastro

10:50 am Higher Education Reality Mauricio Gonzalez

11:25 pm Closing- Look Ahead  Maria Medrano

Ongoing In Quad Mural Painting in the Quad Muriel Ramos

duf 2023  

pavilion
parent



December 2023
stay tuned for news and info danzantes.org



duf 2024
save the date:

March 22, 23 & 24, 2024

45TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY


